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but the very need of such a basis, and becomes incapable oi
appreciating the advantages of truth." " When men are
anxious to go too fast, and are not satisfied with nature's
development, they imperil their inward strength, and destroy
the harmony and peace of their souls." " When men rush
into the labyrinth of words, formulas, and opinions, without
having gained a progressive knowledge of the realities of life,
their minds must develop on this one basis, and can have
no other source of strength."

The most popular of all his writings, the one that exerted
the most influence, was his Leonard and Gertrude, the first
volume of which was published in 1781. Written as a novel,
it popularized the idea that he initiated in practical reform
a generation later. This new education was to consist in a
moral and intellectual development of the child and, in turn,
was to produce a similar reform in society at large. The
purpose of the book was to depict the simple village life
of the people and the great changes caused therejn by the
insight and devotion of a single ignorant woman, feertrude.l
By her industry and patience and skill in educating their"
children she saves her husband, Leonard, from idleness and
drink. Neighbors, children, and neighboring families are
finally brought within the influence of the new ideas; and by
the simple methods of this peasant woman this new purpose
in education effects the reform of the entire village. What
was done m/Bonah Festalozzi held could be done in every
village. This was his mission in life: to work out in detail
the methods of this education that was to effect the regenera-
tion of society by securing for every child that moral and
intellectual development which was his natural right and inher-
itance. Written as a "book for the people" it failed, as a
matter of course, in reaching the ignorant masses; and the
three succeeding volumes, designed to give the reading public,
reached by the first, a more detailed knowledge of the new
education, failed to interest it at all, In reading this simple